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Can we be Unified and Disagree?
When I was an undergraduate forty years ago, I volunteered to raise
money for the United Jewish Appeal (UJA).1 In 1980, the fundraising
slogan was “We are one.” It expressed the belief that we are one
people, all responsible for one another—Echad b’yachad—to be one
together. Many Jews accept these characterizations of our people,
pointing out that just another forty years before my fellow Jews and I
were fundraising on college campus, our people were being
slaughtered throughout Europe. A common cause and a common
enemy often unify a people. In this essay, I want to explore other
ways to unify a people.
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For the past few weeks, I have been giving much thought to the
concepts of “unity” and “division.” Can we be a unified people while
its individual members disagree with each other? Does unity mean
we do not disagree with each other on anything?
The prophet Amos asks, “will two walk together / except they have
agreed?” (Amos 3:3) In context, Amos is asking a series of rhetorical
questions about impossible situations to make a point about obvious
truths. For example, the next verse asks, “Does a Lion roar in the
forest / When he has no prey? (In the same way, we might make a
point by asking, “is the rabbi Jewish?”) Thus, we are tempted to
answer Amos, “yes.” For two people to walk the same path, they
need to agree with each other. Or do they?
Although a perfectly legitimate translation, I believe the Jewish
Publication Society translation is better: “Can two walk together /
without having met?” Of course, “yes,” since now, God demands a
less stringent requirement to walk the same path. The key word is
no-a-du, meaning “to come together” or “to meet.” It does not have
to mean in every context, “to agree.” Hence, all we need to do to
walk together is agree on an appointed time and place to begin our
walk. Or as Dr. Steve Davis argues, “the emphasis is not on being in
agreement in order to walk together, but meeting or agreeing to
meet in order to walk together.”1

……….………………13
Calendar..........................14-15

Rashi agrees with this meaning when he comments, “Unless they
made an appointment to go together to such and such a place [they
cannot walk together.]”
Cont. on Page 4
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WORSHIP SERVICES

We are collecting food for
the pantry at
Jesus is Lord Fellowship
in Lakewood
Please use the bins
in the foyer

EVENTS THIS MONTH

Friday, March 5
7:00PM Erev Shabbat Family Service

Friday, March 19
7:00PM Erev Shabbat Service
Shabbat Vayikra

Cantor is here!
Shabbat Ki Tisa
Friday, March 12
7:00PM Erev Shabbat Service
Shabbat Vayakhel/Pekude

Friday, March26
7:00PM Erev Shabbat Service
W/ Anniversaries
Shabbat Tzav
Shabbat Hagadol, First Seder

WHAT OUR TEACHER’S ARE TEACHING
Can't believe the year is whizzing by... So much happening in the 4th and 5th Grade...
Hebrew Reading is moving along
It has been challenging but I am so proud of my students for doing their homework and
practicing their Hebrew.
4th grade has learned all the food blessings reinforced with projects that were sent
home.
5th grade is learning different mitzvot,( good deeds) we have made doorknobs and getwell cards.
Kosher symbol contest is underway in the 5th grade.
Chanukah was so much fun with games and fun sheets.
We celebrate the Holiday of Purim with Puppets and the Bingo championship.
Coming soon.....the Holiday of Passover...get ready for some action!
Keep Safe! Keep healthy!
Shalom!
Mrs Malamud
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Passover is coming. Growing up, and still today, Passover has always
been my most favorite holiday. Every year we would gather with extended
family. My uncle or my dad would lead the Seder. It was always a bit chaotic
but such a wonderful time. We had at least 2 different Haggadah going at
once, we had many questions, side conversations, many thoughts and
opinions. We would sing together and, as one with a terrible singing voice, I
fondly remember my cousins with beautiful voices leading us all. I have a
younger cousin, but he attended a different Seder from a young age, so I
was doing the 4 questions for a long time. A very long time!! As teens we
would invite friends to share our traditions. As my generation got older,
married and had children (thankfully, someone new to do the 4 questions)
we became too large a group to gather in anyone’s home. Every few years
we would find a location and have a Seder together with 30+ people. Aunts
and Uncles, cousins and spouses and the next generation all together. We
had three and even 4 generations present at these. Wonderful memories!!
We actually had one of these planned for last year. Everyone was
planning to gather from several states. We booked the Clarion for the event!
We were working on the logistics of preparing Seder plates. I was really
excited!! We held off as long as we could to make the final decision not to
gather. A sad but smart decision.
Thankfully, we were able to do a family zoom for one Seder and Rabbi
graciously invited us all into his home for a virtual Seder. It wasn’t the same,
but, we made the best of a terrible situation.
And now, here we are again. Some of us have been vaccinated!! Do we
feel safe to gather in small groups? One other family in our home? Masks?
Food? Maybe outside if the weather is good? Certainly not time for our
extended family. That has to wait at least another year.
So, once again, we must find a way to make this year's celebration
special and meaningful. Perhaps we can each think of one or two special little
things that will bring us back to our family gatherings.
My hope for each of us is that we are able to find a way to have a safe,
meaningful, delicious and fun Passover.

Melaine
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Rabbi’s Message Cont.
Thus, to the question, “Can we be a unified people while its individual members disagree with
each other? I answer “yes.” We do not need unanimity (nor could we ever achieve it) or
conformity to find unity. And to my second question, “Does unity mean we do not disagree with
each other on anything? My answer is “no.” If we expect 100% agreement on every issue, we
will be disappointed 100% of the time. Moreover, disagreement does not have to cause bitter
division. Public officials and others with power can create bitter division by demonizing those
with whom they disagree, scapegoating and trafficking in all the unethical ploys some use to
gain and hold power.
So, what qualifies as “unity?”
People unified with one another, agree on foundational principles of the group, such as the
desire to structure our society on the values of peace, justice, compassion, kindness, respect,
and righteousness. In the context of the Amos passage, this agreement means we have all
agreed to meet at this basic starting point for our journey. As both Jews and Americans, I think
we all embrace these basic values, so those unify us. We can be a unified people, however, and
still disagree on how to live up to these values and how to make them manifest in our society.
Furthermore, we are unified when we work to realize these values by applying them! That is,
we show respect to people with different viewpoints by listening and considering them. As we
talk civilly to one another, we work hard to find consensus on what strategies to use to make
real our values. Unity and civility require that we avoid labels, name-calling or assigning evil
motivations to others.
Unity, however, should not be confused with bipartisanship; that is a narrow, political definition
that can be but one example of unity. Nor does unity mean abandoning strongly held
convictions in the foundational principles even for the sake of unity. Appearance here is not
reality. It is merely a lie. Even as we strive to show respect to others, we must also have the
courage to call lies and outrageous and dangerous conspiracy theories just what they are.
If we truly want to bring greater unity in a group, from a single community to our entire nation,
we must remind ourselves and others of those foundational principals that once united us so
that they may unite us again as Americans— “one nation under God, indivisible with liberty and
justice for all” and as Jews— “Echad b’yachad—to be one together.”
______________________________
1 The United Jewish Appeal (UJA) was a Jewish philanthropic umbrella organization that existed from its
creation in 1939 until it was folded into the United Jewish Communities, which was formed from the 1999
merger of United Jewish Appeal (UJA), Council of Jewish Federations and United Israel Appeal, Inc. In
2009, United Jewish Communities changed its name to The Jewish Federations of North America.
Dr. Steve Davis in “Agreeing to Walk Together: What does Amos 3:3 Really Say about Biblical
Separation,” https://sharperiron.org/article/agreeing-to-walk-together-what-does-amos-33-really-sayabout-biblical-separation
2

May God bless you and keep you,
Rabbi Steve

You are Invited to Join Us
For
A Virtual Miriam’s Seder
on Zoom
Thursday, March 18, 2021
6:30 PM
Please Call Temple Office (732) 363-2800 before March 8th
To reserve your place
And to let us know if you would like to read an English portion of
The Haggadah
If you would like to participate more fully in our Miriam’s Seder, here
are some items you might want to have ready:
•Seder plate (we will actually not be making mention of all of the items). We will be
using the karpas (celery/parsley), maror (horseradish) and haroset. Accompanying
these items (but not on the seder plate) are salt water and matzo.
•Additionally, we will be making Kiddush – so bring along your favorite wine or grape
juice!
•Feel free to have a Miriam’s cup (with spring water) and an Elijah’s cup (with wine) if
you really want to follow the order of the seder!
•Most importantly – please download a copy of the Haggadah so you can follow
along.
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TZEDAKAH
YAHRZEIT FUND
Dorothy Brown Freiman in
loving memory of William
Frieman
Bob Levine and Family in loving
memory of Wendy Levine
Rose & Sheldon Fialkoff in
loving memory of Helen
Farbman
Dennis & Shelly Newman in
loving memory of Jessica Cohen
Lucille Berger in loving memory
of Simon Share
Fran Gimpel in loving memory
of Helen Hill
Barbara Woldow on loving
memory of Abraham Hendler
The Adler Family in loving
memory of Jackie Fried

birth of Sonny Wallace’s great
grandson, Brayden Spencer
Donald Fink & Claire Aschner in
loving memory of Ruth Solomon
Donald Fink & Claire Aschner in
loving memory of Rose Trub
ONEG FUND
Judi & David Lederman in honor of
their anniversary
Phyllis & Arnold Schlisserman in
honor of their anniversary

Fischel Myers, in honor of Sonny
Wallce’s greatgrandson.
CEMETERY FUND
Lois Pollinger in memory of Marvin
Weiss

CANTORS MUSIC FUND

The Klapouchy family in loving
memory of Joseph Panzer
David & Yvette Atkins in loving
memory of Stanley Atkins
David & Yvette Atkins in loving
memory of Pauline Krauss
Denise & Bob Mako in loving
memory of Charlotte Freedman

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY
Suzanne & Brian Witkin
Holli & John Klapouchy
Claire Aschner & Donald FInk

Rhoda & Art Pedowitz in loving
memory of Andrea Smith

MERRILL POLLINGER
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Marcia Jacobs in loving memory
of Florence Bogner

Lois Pollinger in honor of her
granddaughter, Meryl passing the
BAR

Marcia Jacobs in loving memory
of Sidney Bogner
Rochelle Rosenberg in loving
memory of Philip Loeb
Donald Fink & Claire Aschner in
loving memory of Lillian
Gurowitz

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
Sonny Wallace in honor of her
birthday
Lois Pollinger on the occasion of the

HIGH SCHOOL WITHOUT
WALLS
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TZEDAKAH
2020-2021
JCASE
Robert & Deborah Dieckman
Shelly & Dennis Newman
Lois & Howard Geschwind
YEDIDAY

2020 - 2021
CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
Rose & Wayne Friedland
Judy Lefsky
Phyllis & Arnold Schlisserman
SUSTAINING MEMBERS
Rose & Wayne Friedland
Phyllis & Arnold Schlisserman

Shelly & Dennis Newman
Donald Fink & Claire Aschner

REFUAH SHLEIMA

Lois Bernhardt
Bella Blankfield
Brandon Bravo
Elliot Cohen
Marvin Cohen
Jonathan Cohen
Marian Cole
Roslyn Davis
Bob Dieckmann
David Drukaroff
Brooke Ducey
Dov Eisak
Marcia Eisenstein
Richard Eisenstein
Don Fink
Lane Galloway
Marilyn Gilbert
Bonnie Gladstein
Don Goldstein
Jack Gotfried
Bobby Grossman
Barbara Hawkins
Moira Horan
Larry Ingber
Marc Kaban

Stanley Kaplan
Steven Katz
Richard Koch
Laurie Koplin
Jeremy Koven
Judi Lederman
Lauren Leonard
Rose Levine
Logan Maarberg
Truday Maarberg
Ava Nebbia
Carl Nelson
Herbert Parker
Stanley Perlman
Amy Pollinger
Christine Rivera
Gary Rosenberg
Beverly Rosenzweig
Steven Sass
Myrna Sachs
Keith Sacks
Paul Sayah
Matt Schmarak
Stacy Sepinwall
Marilyn Siegel

Linda Silverstein
Donna Strassman
Wallace Strauss
David Tolchin
Manny Topal
Alice Urbanowicz
Alexandra Warren
Cheryl Wasserman
Michelle Watkison
Taylor Wind
David Wishnick
Abby Wolfe
Ronnie Wolfe
Nancy Yaeger
Bob Zambardi
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YAHRZEITS
March 19
March 5
Stanley Atkins
Sidney Bauman
Florence Bogner
Leonard Frank
Charlotte Freedman
Louis Katz
Marion Nelson
Ida Schlisserman
Alex Silverman

Sidney M Bogner
Arnold S Feder
Helen Hill
Miriam Hill
Arthur Kovar
Frieda Kovar
Ruth Lustgarten
Sylvia Pukel
Hyman Reisberg
Sara Silverman
Roth Solomon
Rose Trub
John Wilson

March 26
March 12
Jessica Cohen
Jackie Fried
Rose Gluck
Lillian Gurowitz
Abraham Hendler
Pauline Krauss
Henry Levine
Joseph Panzer
Dorothy Wachsman
Richard Wolfe

Helen Farbman
Benjamin Franklin
Philip Loeb
Andrea Smith

When observing a Yahrzeit, please check the Kaddish list to be sure your loved one’s name is included. If omitted, please
inform Rabbi Gold so he can add it to the list. The Kaddish list is displayed on the Yahrzeit Wall.
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MEMORIALS
Beth Olam Cemetery
Located at 1235 Highway 70 in Lakewood
A perpetual care memorial park with
ground level grave markers only.

The Rabbi, Officers and Members
of the Congregation extend their
heartfelt sympathy to,

For information and availability, contact:
Art Pedowitz – (732)657-6252 or
Temple Office – (732)363-2800
* * * * * * * * * *

Toms River Jewish Cemetery
West Whitty Road, Toms River
Section One reserved for Jewish decedents,
with traditional upright grave markers.
Section Two reserved for non-Jewish
decedents, with ground level grave markers
only.
Section Three reserved for Jewish decedents,
with ground level grave markers only.
For information and availability, contact:
Temple Office – (732)363-2800

When Tragedy Strikes
Tragedy often comes suddenly and
unannounced, therefore, it is wise to plan for
the eventuality when death touches us. We
want to be there for you, and accordingly, we
have prepared this emergency guideline,
which we hope you will save:
1.
2.
3.

If a loved one becomes seriously ill
and is taken to the hospital, please
call Rabbi Gold at his temple office.
If the situation is grave, do not
hesitate to call Rabbi Gold at his
home: (848)222-4912.
If the Rabbi is unavailable, we do
have contingency plans. Please call a
Temple Officer or Committee
Chairperson listed below:

Melanie Giudice .....................(732)688-6945
Mike Krasner ..................... (732)604-0899
Cemetery Committee:
Art Pedowitz .........................(732)657-6252

Memorializing Our
Loved Ones
Temple has different ways for you to keep
alive the memory of your loved ones.
STONE “HONOR WALL”
Large Tile.........................$10,000
Medium Tile..........................5000
Small Tile.............................2500
BRASS PLAQUES
Large Plaque.......................$1250
Sanctuary Seat ......................500
Honorial/Memorial ....................250
BRONZE YAHRZEIT PLAQUES.....$250
PATIO PAVER .............................150
TREE OF LIFE LEAF......................125
EXTERIOR TREE MEMORIALS.......500

Please contact the
Temple Office:
(732) 363-2800 or
office@bethamshalom.org
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Trees in Israel
MAKING
DONATION
Beth Am Shalom
is nowA selling
treesIS
inEASY
Israel through the
National
In an effort to make it easier for you to helpJewish
make the
office runFund.
more efficiently, we request that the form below
be used when making a donation. Please fill it out and mail or drop it off at Temple, along with your
check.
you forbirthdays,
your cooperation.
Do you have a simcha
suchThank
as births,
engagements, weddings,
(Thebar/bat
minimummitzvahs
donation for
an
acknowledgement
card wish
to be to
sent
is $10.00)
or anniversaries that you
honor,
Funds
to which
donations
can to
be memorialize?
made are:
and/or
a death
that
you want
Rabbi Stanley & Myra Yedwab Adult Academy of Judaism, Merrill Pollinger Scholarship Fund,
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund, Cantor’s
Discretionary/Music
Fund, Building Fund, General Fund,
The cost
is $18.00 per tree.
Oneg Shabbat, Religious School, Cemetery Beautification Fund, Honorial/Memorial, Yahrzeit,
Jr. or Sr. Youth Group, Prayer Book*

You can purchase individual trees, a ring of trees (3),
a circle of trees (5), or an orchard of trees (10).

*Please note: while lesser donations are welcome, the cost of a Prayer Book is now $35.00 & large print is $45.00

Please accept the following donation(s) to the fund indicated below:

Please contact Fran Gimpel , 732-657-7120

From:______________________________

Address:____________________________

and give her the name of the honoree or decedent, and the name and address
Please send acknowledgment cardwhere
to:
Please
send acknowledgment card to:
to send the
acknowledgement.
(Donations to this program will be listed on the Tzedakh Page)

MAKING A DONATION IS EASY
In an effort to make it easier for you to help make the office run more efficiently, we request that the form below

be used when making a donation. Please fill it out and mail or drop it off at Temple, along with your
check. Thank you for your cooperation.
(The minimum donation for an acknowledgement card to be sent is $10.00)
Funds to which donations can be made are:
Rabbi Stanley & Myra Yedwab Adult Academy of Judaism, Merrill Pollinger Scholarship Fund,
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund, Cantor’s Discretionary/Music Fund, Building Fund, General Fund,
Oneg Shabbat, Religious School, Cemetery Beautification Fund, Honorial/Memorial, Yahrzeit,
Jr. or Sr. Youth Group, Prayer Book*
*Please note: while lesser donations are welcome, the cost of a Prayer Book is now $35.00 & large print is $45.00

Please accept the following donation(s) to the fund indicated below:
From:______________________________

Address:____________________________

Please send acknowledgment card to:

Please send acknowledgment card to:

____________________________________

______________________________________

____________________________________

______________________________________

In memory of/in honor of/on the occasion of:

In memory of/in honor of/on the occasion of:

________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________

__________________________________

Fund: _____________________

$______

Fund: __________________

$_______
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MAKING A DONATION IS EASY
In an effort to make it easier for you to help make the office run more efficiently, we request that the form

below be used when making a donation. Please fill it out and mail or drop it off at Temple, along with
your check. Thank you for your cooperation.
(The minimum donation for an acknowledgement card to be sent is $10.00)
Funds to which donations can be made are:
Rabbi Stanley & Myra Yedwab Adult Academy of Judaism, Merrill Pollinger Scholarship Fund,
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund, Cantor’s Discretionary/Music Fund, Building Fund, General Fund,
Oneg Shabbat, Religious School, Cemetery Beautification Fund, Honorial/Memorial, Yahrzeit,
Jr. or Sr. Youth Group, Prayer Book*
*Please note: while lesser donations are welcome, the cost of a Prayer Book is now $35.00 & large print is $45.00

Please accept the following donation(s) to the fund indicated below:
From:______________________________
Please send acknowledgment card to:

Address:____________________________
Please send acknowledgment card to:

Begin the New Year season . . . Prepare ourselves spiritually

It was an honor to read a statement from Rabbi Gold, who passed on the
condolences of our congregation. Those responsible for the vigil expressed their

It was an honor to read a statement from Rabbi Gold, who passed on the
In memory
of/in honor
of/on
occasion
of:
Those
responsible
for
thethevigil
expres

In memory
of/in honorof
of/on
occasion of:
condolences
ourthecongregation.
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Haikus For Jews
David M. Bader
“No fins, no flippers,
The gifite fish swims with
Some difficulty.”

BETH AM SHALOM
1235 Highway 70
Lakewood, NJ 08701

Religious School Calendar

BETH AM SHALOM
MONTH
1235 Highway 70
Lakewood, NJ 08701
Ph: 732-363-2800
Fax: 732-363-7823
Rabbi Stephen D. Gold
Cantor Arlyne Unger

September

Pamela Ligorski, Financial VP
David Lederman, Treasurer

November

Fri, 6th:7:00 Family Service
Tues.,10th Kristallnacht Program

December

Fri.,4th :7:00 Family Service, Grades
Tues.,8th Class Parties
Sun.,13thHanukkah Fair

January

Fri.,8th : Family Service

February

Fri.5th :7:00 Family Service
Thurs. 25th :7:00. Purim Service & Shpiel

March

Fri.5th ,:7:00 Family Service
Tue. 23rd: Model Seder

April

Fri. 2nd:7:00 Family Service
Sun. 27th Last Tue. Of Rel. School

Nancy Schmarak, Secretary
Randi Bell, Facebook

Check out our Website &
Facebook Page:
www.bethamshalom.org
https://www.facebook.com/
BethAmShalomLakewood

Fri., 4th: 7:00 Family Service
!st Sun. Session: 13tht, Grades K-6
10:00 Mandatory Parents’ Meeting
1st Tue. Session: 15th, Grades 3-9
Fri.,2nd: 7:00Sukkot/ Family Service
Tues., 6th Sukkah Celebrations
Sat. 10th:10:0Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah
Sun. 18th : 3rd Grade Book Ceremony

Melanie Giudice,President
Michael Krasner, Vice President

SPECIAL EVENTS

October

Rabbi Stanley Yedwab, Rabbi Emeritus
Yvette Atkins, Vice Pesident

CLOSED

May

Sun. 2nd: Last Sunday of Rel. School/BBQ

Last Sessions: Tuesday: April 27
Sunday: May 2
* Grades K-3 will be participating in all family services. Although attendance
is not mandatory, it is a learning experience, enjoyable for the children, and
an honor to be called up to the Bima. Please help your children to have this
wonderful experience as often as possible.

Beth Am Shalom: Reform Jewish Congregation, Est. July 2007 by the merger of Temple Beth Am and Temple Beth Shalom.
Member of the Jewish Federation of Ocean County and Union for Reform Judaism.
The Shofar is a monthly periodical. Annual Subscription cost for mailing is $36.
Issue Date: Mar. 2021, Volume 14, Issue Number 9

